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Languages and Culture in EYFS and KS1 
Although children do not formally learn foreign languages in EYFS and KS1, they do have some exposure to it before they begin 
foreign language learning in LKS2. For example, children sometimes answer the register in different languages using simple 
greetings (hello, bonjour, hola, ciao). They also learn about different religions, cultures and celebrations from different countries. 
This exposes them to foreign traditions across the world. We teach the children about diversity amongst children in their class 
and how this may be different with themselves. Other examples of celebrations from different countries and cultures we learn 
about are Diwali and Chinese New Year. 
KS2 
The skill levels described below are based upon the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference) level A1. During Year 6 
some children will be on cusp of A2 in some of the skills. Students will be assessed in these skills towards the end of a unit 
through short puzzle it out challenges. Students will be assessed as either on track or off track.   

Year 3 and Year 3/4 Year 4 and Year 4/5 Year 5 Year 6 
Listening Children will be able to: 

 
Understand a few familiar spoken words and 
phrases 

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand a range of 
familiar spoken phrases and 
are able to listen for specific 
words and phrases.  

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand the main 
points from a series of 
spoken sentences 
(including questions)-may 
require some repetition. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand the main points and some 
detail from a short-spoken passage.  

Reading Children will be able to: 
 
Recognise and read out a few familiar words 
and phrases 

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand simple written 
phrases. Match sounds to 
familiar written words. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand the main 
point(s) from a short-
written passage in clear 
printed script. Use 
bilingual dictionaries 
independently. Apply 
phonic knowledge to 
find/or write words. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Understand the main points and simple 
opinions of a longer written passage 
(e.g. letter/recipe/ 
poem/story/account). Use a bilingual 
dictionary. 

Speaking Children will be able to: 
 

Children will be able to: 
 

Children will be able to: 
 

Children will be able to: 
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Say/repeat a few short words and phrases and 
would be understood by a native speaker. 

Ask and answer simple 
questions and give basic 
information and can 
pronounce familiar words 
and some new words 
accurately. 

Ask and answer questions 
on several topics and can 
express opinions. Take 
part in brief prepared 
tasks such as short 
presentations and 
roleplays. 

Take part in a simple conversation and 
can express simple opinions. To have 
generally accurate pronunciation. 

Writing Children will be able to: 
 
Write or copy a few simple words or phrases 
or symbols as emergent writers of the target 
language. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Spell some familiar written 
words and phrases accurately 
and write simple sentences 
with limited mistakes so the 
message is understood. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Write two or three 
sentences as a personal 
response using reference 
materials/with support. 
Attempt to use nouns and 
adjectives accurately and 
show awareness of the 
use of verbs. 

Children will be able to: 
 
Write a short text, attempting to use 
nouns, adjectives and verbs accurately 
on a familiar topic using reference 
materials as support. 

 


