
Term  Autumn 1 – 8 weeks 

 

Autumn 2 – 7 weeks Spring 1 – 5 weeks 

 

Spring 2 – 5 weeks Summer 1 – 7 weeks Summer 2 – 6 weeks 

Loose Theme / 

Topic 

Marvellous Me! Amazing Animals Terrific Tales Off We Go! Come Outside   

Core Texts  

(not limited to 

these) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

linked to loose 

theme: 

 

6-8 Key Vocabulary 

words to be 

identified in 

Medium Term Plan 

for each core text. 

 

(Vocabulary is 

Knowledge) 

Family  

Mum 

Dad  

Brother  

Sister 

Happy  

Sad  

Friend  

Sharing  

Colours  

Simple body parts   

Woodland animal  

Names of some woodland 

animals 

Jungle / jungle animal 

names  

Farm / farm animal names  

Farmer  

Christmas  

Autumn  

 

 

 

Bear  

family 

Cold  

Freezing  

Dinosaur  

Family  

Bear  

Different Places in a 

home e.g. bedroom, 

kitchen, living room, 

garden  

 

Once upon a time  

Gingerbread Man  

Big 

Middle sized 

Small  

Sky  

Baking  

Porridge 

Easter  

Happily Ever After  

 

 

Train  

Rocket  

Space 

Journey  

Hunt  

Travel  

Transport  

Ambulance 

Firefighter  

Fire engine  

 

 

Growing  

Plant  

Seeds 

Parts of a plant – stem 

and flower  

Caterpillar  

Cocoon 

Butterfly  

Festivals / 

Celebrations / 

Seasons  

Autumn   Bonfire Night  

Diwali  

Christmas  

Autumn / Winter  

Chinese New Year  

Winter  

 

Easter  

Spring  

Summer  Summer  

 



Parents  Visit with children to 

nursery  

Christmas Craft and 

Carols Sessions  

 Easter Craft Sessions  Parents to be included 

in the visit to the 

Dearne  

New Reception Parents 

Evening  

Visits/Visitors/ 

Experiences  

New starters in 

Nursery  

Making Christmas Salt 

dough decorations  

Chinese New Year food 

tasting  

Meet the chicks  Visit to the Dearne 

Area  

Moving onto Reception at 

Burton Road / New 

Schools 

Growing Cateprillars  

Key Knowledge 

linked to the loose 

theme 

To know they have a 

family ** 

To know who they live 

with ** 

To know about and talk 

about things they like 

to do with their family * 

To know simple body 

parts such as head, 

shoulder, arm, leg, foot 

To know sometimes we 

feel happy/sad and 

what things make them 

feel like that * 

 

To know everyone has a 
birthday  
To know 
Christmas/Easter 
happen every year 

To know basic animals 
that live on a farm 
including pigs, cows and 
sheep * 
To know basic animals 
that live in the wild / 
jungle including lion, tiger 
* 
To know baby animals are 
sometimes known by 
different names to the 
adult * 
To know the names of 
some animals and their 
babies * 
To know some baby 
animals do not look like 
the adult. * 
To know the names of 
some simple woodland 
animals including owl, fox, 
badger and hedgehog * 
To know that bonfire night 
happens every year and 
some people have 
fireworks  

To know dinosaurs lived 
a long time ago * 
To name at least two 
dinosaurs * 
To know some dinosaurs 
are big and some are 
small * 
To know polar bears and 
penguins live where it is 
cold * 
 
To know they have a 
family ** 
To know who they live 
with ** 
To know about and talk 
about things they like to 
do with their family * 
To know it is cold in the 
winter  

 

To know some stories 
have been told for a long 
time * 
To begin to know some 
food that is healthy or 
unhealthy for them * 
To begin to know about 
stranger danger * 
To know Christmas/Easter 
happen every year 

 

To know in spring flowers 
start to grow  

 

To know the names of 
different transport 
including train, bus, 
coach, car, aeroplane 
and helicopter * 
To know there are some 
different planets * 
To know that there are 
different places close to 
where we live including 
the woods, stream/river, 
buildings etc* 
To know and talk about 
things they see on their 
journey to nursery * 
To begin to know they 
live in Barnsley * 
To know places that are 
important to them * 
To know in spring 
flowers start to grow  
To know about the 
emergency services 

To know plants need 
water to help them to 
grow * 
To know the name of at 
least 3 minibeasts* 
To know the lifecycle of a 
butterfly * 
 
 
 
To know it is hot in the 
summer 



To know we wear poppies 
to remember the soldiers  
 
To know the leaves fall off 
the trees in autumn  
 

 


